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THANKSGIVING DAY 

NOVEMBER 24, 2022 

9:30 A.M. 

 

PRELUDE “We Gather Together,” Flor Peeters 
 

Stand 
OPENING HYMN “We Praise You, O God,” ELW 870 
 
INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
LITANY OF THANKSGIVING 

L Let us give thanks to God our Father for all his gifts so freely bestowed 
upon us.  For the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and 
sea, and for all its bounty. 

C We thank you, Lord. 

L For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women, revealing the image of 
Christ, 

C We thank you, Lord. 

L For our daily food and drink, our homes and families, our friends, and 
neighbors, 

C We thank you, Lord. 

L For minds to think, and hearts to love, and hands to serve,  

C We thank you, Lord. 

L For health and strength to work, and leisure to rest and play, 

C We thank you, Lord. 

L For the brave and courageous, who are patient in suffering and faithful in 
adversity, 

C We thank you, Lord. 

L For all valiant seekers after truth, liberty, and justice, 

C We thank you, Lord. 

L For the communion of saints, in all times and places, 

C We thank you, Lord. 

L Above all, we give you thanks for the great mercies and promises given to us 
in Christ Jesus our Lord; 

C To him be praise and glory, with you, O Father, and the Holy Spirit, 
now and forever. Amen. 



 3 

CONFESSION OF FAITH 
 

L I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  What 
does this mean? 

C I believe that God has created me and all that exists.  He has given me 
and still preserves my body and soul with all their powers.  He 
provides me with food and clothing, home and family, daily work, and 
all I need from day to day.  God also protects me in time of danger and 
guards me from every evil.  All this he does out of fatherly and divine 
goodness and mercy, though I do not deserve it.  Therefore I surely 
ought to thank and praise, serve and obey him. This is most certainly 
true. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Almighty God our Father, your generous goodness comes to us new every 
day.  By the work of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness, give 
thanks for your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 
FIRST READING Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

 

1When you have come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you as an 
inheritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, 2you shall take some of 
the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from the land that 
the LORD your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the 
place that the LORD your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. 3You shall 
go to the priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, “Today I declare to 
the LORD your God that I have come into the land that the LORD swore to our 
ancestors to give us.” 4When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets 
it down before the altar of the LORD your God, 5you shall make this response 
before the LORD your God: “A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went 
down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he became 
a great nation, mighty and populous. 6When the Egyptians treated us harshly and 
afflicted us, by imposing hard labor on us, 7we cried to the LORD, the God of 
our ancestors; the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our 
oppression. 8The LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an 
outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and with signs and 
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wonders; 9and he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing 
with milk and honey. 10So now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground that 
you, O LORD, have given me.” You shall set it down before the LORD your God 
and bow down before the LORD your God. 11Then you, together with the 
Levites and the aliens who reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty 
that the LORD your God has given to you and to your house. 
 
PSALM  “All People That on Earth Do Dwell,” ELW 883 

 
SECOND READING Philippians 4:4-9 

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any 
excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these 
things. 9Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard 
and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 
 
Stand 
 

GOSPEL HYMN “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing,” ELW 886 
 stanzas 1, 6 

 
GOSPEL  John 6:25-35 

25When [the disciples] found [Jesus] on the other side of the sea, they said to him, 
“Rabbi, when did you come here?” 26Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, 
you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill 
of the loaves. 27Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that 
endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that 
God the Father has set his seal.” 28Then they said to him, “What must we do to 
perform the works of God?” 29Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, 
that you believe in him whom he has sent.” 30So they said to him, “What sign are 
you going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are 
you performing? 31Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, 

‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’ ” 32Then Jesus said to them, “Very 
truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is  
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my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33For the bread of God is 
that which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34They said to 
him, “Sir, give us this bread always.” 
 35Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never 
be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” 
 
Silence for meditation. 
 
THANKSGIVING HOMILY 
 
Stand 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “Now Thank We All Our God,” ELW 839 
 
Sit 
 

OFFERING “Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices,” ELW 833 
 
THE PRAYERS 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION 
 
CLOSING HYMN “Let All Things Now Living,” ELW 881 
 
POSTLUDE “Now Thank We All Our God,” Robert Hobby 
 
Liturgy from SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License SB131019. 
Permission to reprint and podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License.net with License #A-702571.  
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PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

Preacher & Presider:  Pastor Bridger 
 

Acolyte – Nikolas Skliros 
 

Organist:  Deacon Linda Kempke 
 

Altar Guild:  Marilyn Edwards, Ruth Mortensen 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 
21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 

(440) 331-2405 
E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 
Connect with Messiah – text 'MESSIAHFP' to 84576 to sign-up 

 
Messiah Lutheran School 

4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 
(440) 331-6553 

Email – school@messiahfp.org 
 

www.messiahfairview.org 
 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Pastor – The Rev. Seth C. Bridger 

Interim Pastor – The Rev. Steven M. Krebill 
Pastoral Assistant – Deaconess Ruth Mortensen 
Interim Music Director – Deacon Linda Kempke 

Minister of Youth – Adonai Henderson 
Technology Manager – Jared Waugaman 

Building Manager – Jason Reynolds 
Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  

Administrator & Pierstorf College Fund Director – Darlene Waugh 
Communications Coordinator – Danielle Twigg 

Administrative Assistant & Pierstorf College Fund Business Manager – Lisa Daley 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To the glory of God, through the strength of the 
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